
The Overseas Election Commissioner 
at the Korean Consulate in Chicago visited the Twin Cities 
 
On September 30th, 2021, Cheol-wan Kim, the Overseas Election Commissioner at the 
Korean Consulate in Chicago, along with In-chang Jeon, the Executive Officer visited the 
Twin Cities. In the morning, they met with Korean undergraduate and graduate students 
from the University of Minnesota to share information about the registration and voting 
procedures for overseas voters for the 20th Presidential Election on March 9th, 2022. 
Students shared their concerns about employment shortage, early (forceful) retirement 
in Korea, and job opportunity once they return to Korea upon graduation.  
 

Later that day, Cheol-wan Kim and In-chang Jeon from the Korean Consulate in Chicago 
had a reception with the members of the executive board and advisory members of 
KAAM at Donghae Korean restaurant in Arden Hills. They addressed and discussed the 
concerns about the overseas voting for the 20th Presidential Election. They also 
mentioned about the examples of illegal activity in overseas voting of 20th Presidential 
Election and shared the information packages with other Korean communities. For a 
honest, clean, and fair election, clear guidelines and procedures can be followed when 
actively participating in voting. 
 

Eligible voters for the 20th presidential election are individuals who have reported as an 
overseas absentee or registered as an overseas voter. Based on the Korean Election 
Bylaw, chapter 21, voters for the 20th Presidential Election are required to complete 
either the overseas absentee report or registration for overseas voters. Overseas 
absentee report period is October 10, 2021 ~January 8, 2022, and registration for 
Overseas Voters is due by January 8, 2022. You can register both through internet 
(ova.nec.go.kr), visiting the diplomatic mission or a mobile office, or by post or email 
(ovchicago@mofa.go.kr). More information can be found in the National Election 
Commission (ok.nec.go.kr), or Ministry of Foreign Affair (mofa.go.kr). 
  

As the slogan, <Koreans around the World, Democracy Blossoms!> for the 20th 
presidential election, KAAM strongly encourages eligible voters to vote by providing all 
the necessary processes and guidelines.  
 

In efforts to build exemplary Korean 
American communities as well as 
pride for second generation Korean 
Americans in Minnesota, the Korean 
Consulate members and KAAM met to 
develop and maintain the firm 
partnership. They expressed their 
appreciation for KAAM’s hospitality and 
expect to work together in the future. 
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Vision for 2022  
From the KAAM President
Hyosook Hwang | KAAM President 2020-2021 

 
Dear fellow Korean Minnesotans, 
 
Another unprecedented year is coming to an end.  For 
almost two years the COVID-19 pandemic infiltrated our 
lives and disrupted our normal routines with fear and 
sometimes terror.  Despite the promise of a return to 
normal in 2021, the last 12 months have been just as 
challenging as the prior year.  New variants of Delta and 
Omicron coronavirus made our lives depressing and hard to 
endure.  Thanks to your mutual support and consideration, 
our Korean community has been surviving these utmost 
difficult times.  I would like to express my respect and love 
to each one of you for your courage and determination. 
 
Due to the pandemic during the year 2021, it was inevitable 
to cancel all the face-to-face events such as Festival of 
Nations, regular Chicago Consular visit services, Annual 
Korean Athletic Event, and the Annual Meeting.  However, 
we continued to implement the digitalization of the KAAM 
system.  The digital transformation would enable the 
younger generation to feel more comfortable to function in 
the Korean American community.  One of the Visions of the 
KAAM is “to promote Korean identity to the next 
generation.”  In order to realize the Vision, much time and 
effort were given by the KAAM leaders to make plans for 
2022. Your support and encouragement would be of great 
help to make the “next generation” projects successful. 
 
I wish you and your family the healthiest, happiest, and 
most prosperous New Year 2022. 
 
Hyosook Hwang, KAAM President 
 

 

Conference 2021— 
International Korean Leadership 
Cheongsoo Hwang | KAAM BOD Chair 
Annual <World Korean Community Leaders Convention> 
hosted by Overseas Koreans Foundation was held from 
October 4-7, 2021 at the Grand Walkerhill Hotel in Seoul. 
The event was a hybrid meeting platform and 310 Korean 
Community leaders throughout the world attended.  
 

Sung-gon Kim, Chairman of the Overseas Korean 
Foundations, expressed regret over the current situation in 
which the Korean Association in the United States was 
divided into two organizations. He urged them to unite into 
one as soon as possible to be exemplary with the spirit of 
the Korean people’s prosperity as the event slogan “A 
United Compatriot, A stronger Korea.” 
 

Leaders from the U.S. discussed to promote public 
diplomacy to help the mainstream American society by 
recognizing pending issues in Korea and promoting 
national interests to become a stronger country. 
 

Recently, out of over 600 Korean Associations around the 
world, only 24 associations were adopted as exemplary 
operations for their great performance. The KAAM was 
chosen as one of the 24, and this is the great news for the 
Minnesota Korean community. This great news made me 
feel proud about the Minnesota Korean community in 
Minnesota. 
 

Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the event in Korea, 
I am honored to be able to attend online. I appreciate the 
KAAM president Hyosook Hwang and the executive team 
for their hard work and dedication for the KAAM. 
 

 

 

 



South Korea Women’s National Football Team Played in MN
Hyung-ho Han | Minnesota Athlete Association Chair 

South Korea Women's National Football team led by Coach 
Colin Bell, had friendly matches against the United States on 
September 21, 2021 in Kansas and September 26 in 
Minnesota. South Korea tested their game strategies against 
the United States prior to the Asian Cup qualifier in India in 
January 2022. 

Coach Bell invited the most elite members who are currently 
joined in Europe teams including So-hyun Cho (Tottenham), 
So-yeon Ji (Chelsea) and Kum-min Lee (Brighton and Hove 
Albion WFC) to make the South Korea team challenged the 
U.S. for its first-ever victory, but was 0-0 in the Kansas State 
game, 6-0 in Minnesota. They easily knelt against the world's 
No.1 U.S. women's national team. It was 3 ties and 10 losses 
if you look at the previous history and it looks long way to go 
for the top tier.  

The United States ranked No. 1 in the FIFA rankings, who also 
brought the strongest members for the games against South 
Korea including Megan Roughino, Alex Morgan and Carli 
Lloyd. Other players were also strong athletes who were on 
the bronze medal list at the Tokyo Olympics 2021. 

Cheering banners were not allowed for the game in 
Minnesota on September 26 and we couldn’t be more active 
in supporting the South Korea players. At the game, the 
President of the KAAM, Hyosook Hwang, Minnesota Athlete 
Association President, Hyung-ho Han and its members and a 

large group of Korean fellows cheered as one. It was a 
meaningful place where Minnesota Korean community 
gathered and cheered with one heart and encouraged the 
athletes. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

KAAM Contribution Information 
“Thank you for your generous donation and support to the KAAM.”

January 1~December 31, 2021 

Membership Fee $30 강연순, 김미정, 김영웅, 김옥삼, 김정은, 김지언, 김   풍,  문성인, 박대선, 박성우, 박숙희, 변우진, 서윤순, 
송창원, 안대식, 왕규현, 유영란, 이명주, 이병훈, 이순자, 이용혁, 이인석, 이창재, 임시홍, 임진현, 정상렬, 
주한수, 황상섭, 황청수, 황효숙, Eunyoung Mohrlant, Julian Gim, Sara Kim, Sunwoo James

BOD Fee $500 강태문, 김식철, 김현, 남세현, 박태준, 오은아, 이용혁, 임진현, 황청수, 황효숙, Julian Gim

  Donation 

Up to $99 김미정, 김순임, 김영웅, 김옥삼, 김일근, 문성인, 이정희, Mighty Cause, Yu-Young Park

$100 강명섭, 권규식, 권화자, 길유진, 김욱현, 김지언, 박명순, 박숙희, 박영순, 변우진, 유무삼, 이명주, 이창재, 
임시홍, 정상렬, 하나미, Eunyoung Mohrlant

$300 김병문, 송창원, 이병윤, 이순자, 이종완, 허원회, 군자 Johnson

$1,000 안대식, 허승회, 황청수, Derek Kang, Hyounsoo Lathrop

$2,000 황효숙 

*KAAM is a member-supported nonprofit organization,501(c)(3). All membership fees and donations are Tax-Deductible.



Korean Social Worker & Adoption Pioneer, Died at 83
Memory of Hyun Sook Han | Former 45th KAAM President 

The 45th President of KAAM, passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her family at the age of 83. She served as 
the President of KAAM for 7 years and has left a legacy in 
the history of the Minnesota Korean community. Her 
devotion and enthusiasm will be remembered by many 
Korean Minnesotans and she will be greatly missed. The 
following is the partial New York Times article on 
December 7th, 2021 about President Han as an ‘Adoptee’s 
godmother’.  

Over three decades, she placed thousands of Korean 
orphans with families in the Midwest and made sure the 
children never forgot their heritage. 

Hyun Sook Han’s childhood abruptly ended when the 
Korean War began. She was just 12 when she fled her 
home by foot with her family one winter day, carrying her 
little sister on her back. As she marched through the cold, 
she kept looking behind her in despair. Children had been 
abandoned on snowy banks, left to fend for themselves. 
The ache she felt for them never left her. 

“All those children crying,” Mrs. Han wrote in a 
2004 memoir, “Many Lives Intertwined.” “I could not look 
into their eyes and acknowledge such sorrow. Instead, I 
whispered to them: ‘I will come back and help you.’” 

After the war ended in 1953, and Mrs. Han grew into a 
young woman, she decided to study social work at a 
university in Seoul. She joined the country’s nascent child 
welfare field and began assisting Korean families who 
wanted to adopt children who had been orphaned by the 
war. She then started aiding American families seeking to 
adopt Korean children but wondered about the culturally 
disorientating transition they might face overseas. 

Memoir, 2004 (Photo by Suzanne Shaff)     Mrs. Han with some adoptees 

Children’s 
Home Society of Minnesota. Over the next three decades, 
she pioneered and expanded international adoption 
services in the Midwest. 

Working from her small office at the agency, Mrs. Han 
helped place thousands of Korean orphans with families 
across the state and beyond. She became a vital liaison to 
Korean child welfare agencies by providing a cultural 
bridge during the labyrinthine adoption process. 

“When the child meets the family at the airport, the 
parents are so excited,” her daughter said. “But for the 
child, coming into this new world, they don’t understand 
who these people are. They’ve lost everything familiar to 
them. My mother’s vision was that the Korean part of 
their identity shouldn’t die at the airport.” 

She met with the children in groups, serving Korean fare 
like beef bulgogi and homemade kimchi while they 
discussed adjusting to their new lives. She ran camps and 
workshops that taught Korean language, history and folk 
songs, and she created support networks so that the 
adoptees could establish a sense of community. When 
they grew older, if they wished it, Mrs. Han connected 
them with their birth families in Korea. 

“Over the years, I have helped many adoptees find their 
birth families and unraveled many sad stories,” Mrs. Han 
wrote in her memoir. “Most times I cried with them. Still, 
I believed in adoption.” 

“I knew that adoption wasn’t perfect or the best solution,” 
she added, “but I believe adoption is good for the child, 
for the birth parents and for the adoptive parents. I 
believe the United States is the best country for 
international adoption, as it is a melting pot.” 

In 1987, she accepted an award from South Korea’s 
president recognizing her work; in 2007, she was 
honored at the congressional Angels in Adoption gala in 
Washington. She retired in 2004. In her late 60s, she 
began traveling to India to volunteer at orphanages and 
engage in missionary work. 

In addition to her daughter, Mrs. Han is survived by her 
son, four grandchildren and five siblings.  

Among the mourners at Mrs. Han’s funeral last month 
were crowds of adoptees and parents who had benefited 
from her efforts. They walked up to her children to pay 
their respects. 

“So many people came up to me at the funeral to express 
the same thing,” her daughter said. “They wanted to tell 
me, ‘Your mother shaped and created my family.’ I heard 
people say that over and over again.” 

In 1975  Mrs. Han  emigrated to  St. Paul, MN, where  she
helped start a Korean adoption program at the 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1421431.Many_Lives_Intertwined
http://collections.mnhs.org/cms/display.php?irn=10362650
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdSbuN5p9FU
https://chlss.org/
https://chlss.org/
https://chlss.org/blog/hyun-sook-han/
https://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Childs-Korean-Origins-Revised/dp/B000RQKXLI
https://www.ccainstitute.org/programs/view/angels-in-adoption-about


Memoir of Dr. Chang-won Song
Article from the Chosun Newspaper 

“Even if I were to be reborn, I would choose to be a 
scientist again.” 

Dr. Song was the President of the Korean American 
Association of Minnesota in 1972. He is one of the most 
respected members of the Korean community and has 
published a memoir. The Chosun Newspaper published 
an article about his memoir on November 30, 2021. The 
partial text of the article as follows. 

“I cannot forget the memories of the battlefield that went 
back and forth between life and death. A lot of things are 
still vivid in my memory.” 

Dr. Song (89) is an emeritus professor at the University of 
Minnesota in the United States and was the first Korean 
to publish a thesis in the world-renowned scientific 
journal ‘Nature’. He participated in the Korean War as a 
student soldier, entered a university later year, and went 
to the United States as a government scholarship 
student. His life contains the twists and turns of modern 
Korean history. An old scientist who is approaching ninety 
has now taken time to look back on his own life through 
the memoir ‘I was a student soldier of the Korean War 
and a scientist Chang-won Song’. I recently met in writing 
with him in the US. He said that he was always immersed 
in research, so he didn’t have time to look back on his life. 
However, as the school was closed due to the pandemic, 
some time was unexpectedly opened. Writing a memoir 
made him look back on his life. 

He was born in Chuncheon, Gangwon-do in 1932. He 
entered elementary school and took it for granted that he 
greeted the Japanese emperor at every ordinance. He 
also changed his family name ‘Chang’ clan to ‘Yamauchi 
Hiroo.’ “As a ‘subject of the Japanese Empire’ in 1945, he 
was a ‘boy in occupied Joseon’ under the control of the 
U.S. military/ After the establishment of the government 
in 1948, he became a citizen of the of the Republic of 
Korea. As the North Korean army descended, he hid for 
fear that he would become a "people of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea." He recalled his childhood as 
“a boy of unfortunate fate.” 

After being discharged from the military due to an injury, 
he prepared for college by self-taught to fulfill his dream 
of becoming a scientist since childhood. He entered the 
Department of Chemistry at Seoul National University in 
1959 and was selected for the 1st state-funded nuclear 
energy study abroad scholarship. He attended the 

University of Iowa. He said, "I set my goal to become a 
scientist and have lived as a scientist until now. Living as 
a scientist is the most important goal and part of my life. 
I devote myself to research for 12 hours a day to become 
an excellent researcher”. After much effort, his thesis was 
published in Nature in 1968. For over 60 years, he has 
devoted himself to the study of radiation biology to 
improve the effectiveness of radiation therapy for cancer 
and became a world-class radiation biologist. He has also 
offered study abroad opportunities as one of the over 20 
South Korean radiation oncologists and college students. 
He said, “That was one of the ways to contribute myself 
to my country who supported me financially so I could 
study in the U.S. as the first international student with a 
government scholarship.” 

Although he retired from the University of Minnesota 10 
years ago, his passion for research has been never 
stopped. He has published more than 300 research 
papers and he continues to lecture at online conferences. 
He said, “There is no end to research. There are still few 
things I want to clarify through research. I wish to 
continue joint research with Korean students.”  

“I have American citizenship, but I never forgot that I was 
a Korean,” he said. Professor Song said that he wrote his 
memoir in the hope because his story would be helpful to 
his future generations. “I believe that hard work will pay 
off if you look far away from life. He left a message of 
encouragement to the younger students that to have 
dreams and do their best in what they do and where they 
are”. He also said, “Scientists should have a vocation to 
serve and devote themselves to the service of mankind 
rather than to pursue personal benefits. I believe that 
science and civilization have advanced because of the 
dedication of many scientists even if there are difficulties. 
Please bear them with joy”. 

https://www.chosun.com

Dr. Song’s Memoir, 2021           Dr. Song during the Korean War 

https://www.chosun.com/national/people/2021/11/30/6WHDWKQAVRCNVKOBHFDT3LQ6SM/


“Land of My Father” 
Documentary Film During the Twin Cities Film Festival 

On Monday, October 18th, 2021, the KAAM President and 
a Board member met a film director Matthew Koshmrl at 
the KAAM center to learn more about his film <Land of 
My Father>. This film was played during the Twin Cities 
Film Fest on Friday, October 29th, 2021 4:30pm at 
Showplace ICON theaters in St. Louis Park, MN.

Matthew is a filmmaker, cinematographer, and 
professor based in the USA. He has been the 
cinematographer on documentary films that have 
played at International Documentary Festival 
Amsterdam, Full Frame Documentary Film Festival, 
DocumentaMadrid, and True/False Film Festival. 

In 2016 he received the Antarctic Service Medal from the 
US congress when he was commissioned by the National 
Science Foundation to travel to the Antarctic Peninsula to 
make a documentary about paleontological expeditions 
and has a film playing at Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History about dinosaurs of Antarctica. 

He was in the festival circuit with his feature 
documentary film, Land of My Father, which covered the 
disputed sovereignty over Dokdo, an island that has been 
one of the greatest points of contention between South 
Korea and Japan since the end of WWII. Set in the 
unresolved trauma of the Japanese occupation of 
Korea, Land of My Father is a story about two 
individuals who take on the establishment in an 
attempt to change accepted historical narratives. A 
Korean farmer protests the Japanese government in 
Tokyo for claiming the disputed island territory of 
Dokdo after finding out his father was abducted and 
enslaved in an iron mine during the Japanese 
occupation of Korea. A Korean woman who lived on 
Dokdo with her father struggles to keep his legacy 
alive after the Korean government mysteriously 

erased their history of being pioneering residents. His 
documentary film, Land of My Father was screened 
virtually during the pandemic in various locations in 
South Korea (Junju, Inchun and Busan), U.S. (Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Texas, Oakland, and Colorado) and other 
countries including Canada and Croatia. 

While Matthew was promoting his documentary film 
Land of My Father, he also discussed Korean’s Han (한
sorrow). He explained that the film is also about it and 
that was a very special and unique feeling Korean has. 
He met Korean people in different generations and 
saw a protest with a military costume in Seoul 2014. 
He saw their anger and Han. He started shooting his 
film Land of My Father in Dokdo because Dokdo is the 
symbol of occupation of sexual slavery he said. 

Matthew grew up in Eden Prairie, MN until the age of 
17, and has been residing in Duluth, MN. He also lived 
in Daegu, Korea for several years and he loves Korean 
foods and even cooks them often at home. He called 
himself a good chef in Korean foods and enjoys making 
Korean vegetable dishes like spicy Doraji-muchim, 
Ueong-jorim, Spinich-muchim, Korean pancakes, etc. 
He even makes Makgeolli from the scratch. 

He is currently busy working as a director for the 
Duluth Superior Film Festival and a professor at St. 
Edward's University in Austin where he teaches film 
production. However, he would love to shoot more 
Korean culture film soon. 

 

 

 

KAAM Membership Fee and Donation /Contact Information

Membership Fee 
□  Adult  $30
□ Student  $15
□ Board of Director   $500

 Korean Name 

 English Name 

 Address 
Donation $ 

Cultural Center Building Fund $  Contact Tel 

TOTAL $ Email 

• Pay to the order of: Korean American Association of Minnesota or  KAAM
• Questions: 651-440-9192, contact@mnkorea.org
• You can also pay with PayPal account. Please check KAAM website (www.mnkorea.org).
• KAAM is registered with the IRS 501(c)(3) charitable organization. All your contributions to KAAM are tax-deductible.

mailto:contact@mnkorea.org
http://www.mnkorea.org/


As Celebrating 20 Years of the Korean Adoptees Ministry (KAM) 
On Saturday, October 9th, 2021, 20th Anniversary Celebration of the Korean 
Adoptees Ministry (KAM) Center was held at the Delta Hotel in 
Minneapolis. There were approximately 150 guests and participants from 
various Korean Churches, community groups, and many adoptees all over 
the country. All guests and participants appreciated and encouraged Pastor 
Sungchul Park and Elder Yunju Park’s leadership and dedication for the 
KAM services in the past 20 years. The celebration was started with the 
congratulatory speech by the president Hyosook Hwang from the Korean 
American Association of Minnesota (KAAM). During her congratulatory 
speech, she shared the importance of the Korean Adoptees Ministry based 
on the bible and Korean heritage to learn and take pride in Korean 
community. 

According to KAM BOD members, seeing a need in this unique community, 
the KAM Center was founded in 2000 with support of KPCM, and its mission 
was and is “We are One Family—A Place to Belong.” Since 2000, KAM 
center has been able to meet the needs of over 15,000 Korean adoptees in 
Minnesota and over 150,000 Korean adoptees throughout the United 
States. It has been diligently serving the Korean Adoptees Community. The 
celebration was also included in interactive discussions about exploring 
God’s plan for the next 20 years. The KAAM will continue to support the 
KAM Center for the next 20 years and beyond for the Korean adoptees 
community as a part of the Korean American community.

 
 

Young Ran Hyun Kim | ScD Associate Professor, Environmental Health Science,  
School of Public Health, University of Minnesota/KAAM Board of Directors 

KAAM Korean Language Program runs in spring and fall 
semesters. Each semester is 13 weeks. The spring 

semester, from February 21st through May 23rd, we had 
time 

to learn cultural experiences such as Taekwondo and 
TalChum (Mask Dance) as well as Korean. Students had a 
fun time to learn the differences between man’s and 
woman’s mask while making their own masks for mask 

dance. 

During the fall semester, August 29th throu

gh December 5th, we had 

KAAM Korean Language Class 
Young Ran Yu | Korean School Director

KAAM Korean Language Program runs in spring and fall semesters. Each semester is 13 weeks. The spring semester, 
from February 21st through May 23rd, we had time to learn cultural experiences such as Taekwondo and TalChum (Mask 
Dance) as well as Korean. Students had a fun time to learn the differences between man’s and woman’s mask while 
making their own masks for mask dance. 
 

During the fall semester, August 29th through December 5th, we had a valuable time learning Korean language, 
Taekwondo, SogoChum (Small drums dance), and Korean etiquette through tea ceremony experience. In particular, 
the adult class experienced and enjoyed how to wear Hanbok. For more information, visit the KAAM Korean 
Language Program website, school.mnkorea.org. 



KAAM Events Postponed or Canceled Due to COVID-19 
Since 2020, the world has been taking precautions to stop the spread of COVID-19. Unfortunately, despite all our efforts to 
end COVID-19, the emergence of the omicron variant following delta variant has us yet again in apprehension of how much 
longing this will continue. In efforts to limit the spread, KAAM has minimized events and gatherings throughout the year or 
replaced them with virtual events to prevent further spread of COVID-19. However, some events were difficult to replace 
virtually such as the Sports Festival, International Festival of Nations, consular business schedules, and KAAM year-end 
party. Those events were postponed or canceled, which left a lot of regret and longing. We look forward to seeing a face-
to-face gathering where Korean communities gather in the field to encourage and support each other as soon as it is 
deemed safe. The following is a remorseful look back at the canceled annual events initially planned in 2021.  

Other Korean American Community News 
2022 MAKA Scholarship Award Ceremony, 3/13/2022 
The 27th Celebrating Tomorrow ceremony will be held virtually at 5pm on Sunday, 
March 13, 2022. Scholarships between $1,500 and $2,000 will be awarded to 14 
outstanding high school seniors in Minnesota. You can join the virtual event through 
the MAKA website at www.makaweb.org.  

Overseas Voting for the 20th Presidential Election, 2/23-28/2022 
Overseas absentee report periods are 10/10/2021-1/8/2022, registration for overseas voters is 
due by 1/8/2022, and voting periods are 2/23-2/28/2022. The voting location will be posted on 
the website at ok.nec.go.kr or mofa.go.kr. 

2021 MSG December Mondays Workshop, “Welcome to the Table!” 
Mustard Seed Generation (a partner organization of the Korean Service Center) hosted 
this great workshop that engaged everyone in conversation around the importance of 
mental health awareness within our Korean American community. Check out the 
detailed info at https://www.mustardseedgeneration.org/webinar. 

Dr. Soojin Lee’s Gayageum Concert for Families, 11/13/2021 
This concert was to engage your family in an interactive musical experience of Korean 
string instrument, gayageum. Participants had an opportunity to learn about the 
instrument and watch the performance. Dr. Soojin Lee, a MacPhail residency artist led 
this fun and amazing musical journey to Korea. 

http://www.makaweb.org/
http://ok.nec.go.kr/
http://www.mofa.go.kr/
https://www.mustardseedgeneration.org/webinar


The Best Fighting Action Scene in Marvel Movie History
About a Proud Young Korean American, Brandon Holam Lee 

In the movie <Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021)>, which 
was released in the United States in September 2021. Brandon Holam Lee 

played an active role in the double casting of the main character. Lee's stunt double 
scenes were spotlighted on Disney Plus. In particular, the fighting scene on the bus was 
selected as the best fighting scene in the history of Marvel movies. It played a big role in 
improving the quality of the movie, especially the scenes that the stuntmen jump to the 
ceiling after hanging on a bus.  

Brandon has been in Taekwondo since he was 3. His father is a Taekwondo coach, but his 
father never pushed him he said. “I just had a natural passion for it.” Competing in the 
Poomsae discipline, Lee earned titles at age 13 (Kukkiwon Cup Open International), at 15 
(World Taekwondo Culture Expo and ATU National Taekwondo), at 18 (an international 
tournament in Korea), at 19 (USA Taekwondo nationals), and at 20, when he collected a 
team silver medal with the national team at the 2019 World Taekwondo President’s Cup 
in Las Vegas. At 21, Lee won the USA Taekwondo National Championships in Minneapolis 
to earn a spot-on Team USA, which was headed for the world meet — but by that time, 
he had made another commitment. “I retired from competition to prioritize acting,” he 
said. “I still train in Tae Kwon Do but don’t compete.” 

Lee is now focused on accomplishing his dream. Looking back on himself, he says, “I have 
never been so happy in my life. Taking that risk was the best decision I’ve ever made.” 
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